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Dates for Your Diary  
for the rest of the Year 

 

Don’t forget, our celebrity speaker, Nick Bailey, will be at our 
next meeting on Thursday 14 November and do note that this 
meeting starts at 7.00pm which is half an hour earlier than 
usual.  This is due to Nick’s travel arrangements (i.e. British 
Rail). 
 

Also a reminder that the AGM takes place in December . 
 

As members will remember we agreed at our AGM in February 
2019 to change the timing of the AGM to December to align our 
accounts and membership period. 
 

This is the formal notice of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Weston Horticultural Society which will be held on Thursday 12 
December at 6.30pm followed by a Social Evening. Any items 
for the agenda should be received by the Secretary, Sarah Ire-
land (irelandsdm@gmail.com), at least 2 weeks before the AGM 
date. The agenda and nomination forms will be sent out via 
email and will be available at the November meeting. 
 

Remember that committee members don’t want a job in perpetu-
ity.  We need new members who are prepared to share the work 
and generate some new ideas for the development of the Society.  
I don’t think its too alarmist to say that if we carry on as we are 
we will struggle to survive.  The demographic of our members is 
very narrow and mainly at the more mature end of the spectrum  
so we struggle to see progression and continuity. 
 

The magazine.  Providing material and getting the editing, 
printing and distribution done every two months is becoming 
more of a pressure than I feel I want to cope with, so it was 
agreed at October’s Committee Meeting that as a first stage we 
will reduce the frequency to quarterly for next year.  These 
should correspond to Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.  If 
anyone feels they would like to try their hand at doing a stint 
writing the magazine, please make yourself known at any meet-
ing and you will be welcomed with open arms. 
 

In the meantime I still hope to receive contributions from you, 
the members.  You may not think that your little piece would be 
of interest to others, but I assure you it would. 



Visits 2019 
The two visits that were organised this year 
seem to have hit the spot with our members 
and have been fully booked and received 
very favourable feedback.  The open garden 
event at Usk in June was followed by a visit 
to RHS Rosemoor in August.  This garden is 
one of the gardens owned and maintained by 
The Royal Horticultural Society and as an 

affiliated Society our members 
were allowed access to the events 
being held there on the day of the 
visit.  It is a blend of formal and 
informal planting and quite inspi-
rational for those of us who struggle to see the bigger pic-
ture or just put things in here and there as we manage to find 
a bit of space for our latest acquisition.  I am always envious 
of those who can use their planting to create such artistic 
effects. 

Feedback from the Judges 
As I mentioned in the last issue, I was passed a very complimentary letter from one of 
the judges and I have decided to amplify that to help you all in preparing for next year’s 
show.  Firstly flowers. I was assigned to be the steward for Tony who was far from the 
silent adjudicator, delivering his judgement after a period of silent cogitation.  No he 

was very helpful in sharing his thoughts and making sure he 
was clear in explaining the reasons he made the decision he 
did.  The first thing he did was to raise the vase on high to 
study the back of the flowers.  Having then returned it to the 
table, it was a surprise to me to see how many flower stems 
had  moved in the vase, leaving a lopsided display.  Crum-
pled newspaper or oasis would have helped to render the 
display more robust.  There are always exhibits which are not 
to the schedule.  If it says five blooms  then four stems with 

six blooms doesn't average out.  In places maybe the show schedule doesn't give enough 
help to beginners.  The fuchsias on a board is a case in point.  All entries except one had 
included a water reservoir under the board.  That poor entry may have been the best but 
it didn't make it alive to judging.  In selecting a gladiolus spear for exhibition I didn't 
realise that there is an ideal balance the judge is looking for.  Starting from the top a 
third in bud a third with half open florets and the bottom third in full bloom but not gone 
over.  It’s pretty tricky and it was amazing that so many 
of you managed to succeed and produce so many won-
derful entries.  Anne Hawkings, our Homecraft judge, 
sent quite a long letter and I can do no better than in-
clude verbatim some of the points she made.  There are 
many very positive points but I have chosen one or two 
which may well help entrants in future shows.   
 

“ Presentation was good but I would suggest that new 
bags are used on all baking as some of the bags covering 
items of cookery were recycled carrier bags and this can  



Latest Meetings 

September   The Holly and the Ivy - Roy Cheek 

Highly experienced and qualified, Roy progressed from gardener to Director of parks and 
gardens around Britain.  As senior lecturer and curator of gardens in Somerset he 
amassed ten thousand different plants, ten national collections and created new hybrids, 
diverse gardens and gold medal exhibits at Chelsea. Now he is Vice-Chair of RHS Floral 
Trials, international tour leader, judge, advisor, designer and writer.  Obviously this was 
an authoritative talk but for me sitting at the back it was spoiled a bit by the slides which 
were difficult to see - a new bulb might be in order. 

October              Advice from our panel 

We had a lively meeting with lots of advice and ideas 
from our own committee of experts - This ranged from 

how to kill off 
grass and bam-
boo, to pruning 
blackcurrants 
and lots of 
other things in 
between. Bert 
showed us how 
to prepare be-
gonias for win-

te.  However he stopped short of giving us advice on 
how to beat him in next year’s show and John demon-

strated dividing gera-
niums ready to over-
winter. A big message seems to be don't be afraid to be 
radical - plants usually survive -  and be brave and try out 
different approaches.  I think also that we need to make it 
possible for us to pool ideas and share expertise on a 
more regular basis, perhaps finding a slot in most meet-
ings rather than a once a year session.  Please let us know 
what you think.  Feedback from you is so important and 
on that point do come to the AGM and let us know how 
you want your Society to be run. 

cause cross contamination.  May I suggest that new bags ,lids and jars are purchased 
from the WI.  I buy jars and lids from the Bristol Bottle Company very reasonably”. 
 

It is our intention to invite a panel of judges to address us at one of our talks next year so 
that members can prepare their entries in accordance with the relevant standards for the 
entries we will hope the season will give us.  Yes we can all look up the relevant RHS 
standard but sometimes it’s just that bit more meaningful to have someone who has been 
there and done it to tell us in person. 



My Gardening Year 
For me the rhythm of life has changed.  As we get older things tend to change and  I 
have to learn to readjust a bit and adjust our lives around regular hospital appointments.  
We can’t any more plan to do something next summer or autumn.  The period when we 
can plan has been reduced to about three months so what seems to be happening is when 
we get a period when there are no calls on the NHS we up sticks and go somewhere or 
do something.  The routine required to keep a successful allotment or garden has defi-
nitely taken a back seat.  I planted some onions early and some cucumbers and both did 
well.  Strawberries produced a bumper crop.  We then went away for three weeks and 
when we came back the onions were like bowling balls and the cucumbers were taking 
over.  I cleared the plot a bit, tidied up, picked raspberries and runner beans and then we 
went away again.  I am not sure this is very sensible.  But I’ll probably give it another 
year.  Anyway over now to a man whose rhythm never misses a beat, whether it be on 
the dance floor or on his plot. 
 

It’s Teds Tips 
November 
Prepare the area of soil where winter peas and broad beans are to be sown.  Mark out 
rows and spread Blood, Fish and Bone fertilizer along them.  Erect support posts at each 
end of the rows and connect with string ready for plants when large enough.  Make fur-
rows along the rows and slide in peas, covering the soil if needed and press down light-
ly.  Clear any remaining dead leaves from the Brussel sprout area and continue digging 
empty areas when space becomes available.  Plant out broad beans in rows across plot 
spacing 9ins (225mm) apart.  Sow second crop of peas (the same 
as the early ones in guttering strips). 
Crops available in November are potatoes, spinach, Brussel 
sprouts, cabbages, leeks, celery, carrots, parsnips and chrysanthe-
mums. 
 
December 
Service garden machinery Bring all tender pot plants into the 
greenhouse, tidying them and replacing soil as needed using “Tub 
and Basket” compost. 
Cut down old asparagus fern and lightly fork through the bed, then 
cover with good compost, leaving the worms to disperse it. Cut 
down old chrysanthemums, lift the plants, label them and put into 
large pots in the greenhouse.  If growth is available, make cuttings for the following 
year,  placing at least 3 of each cultivar in separate pots.  The large box which was made 
to cover the carrot and leek plot worked well.  Carrots remained free from carrot fly, 
although the cover prevented birds from eating slugs and snails.  To combat this a little 
more slug bait should be used.  The leeks, whilst free from leek moth grew tall enough 
to push up the mesh.  They can be trimmed down leaving the stems and a smaller 
amount of green leaf. 
Potatoes, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, leeks, carrots, parsnips and onions will still be avail-
able for harvesting. 

Where was I Last issue:  The distinctive flag flying over the elegant house is at Pow-
derham Castle.  Sadly once again I didn't get any response so I will rest this item until I 
can gather a few pictures which I think may attract readers’ interest. 


